
It was great to catch up with some of our northern members and friends from interstate 
at the recent State Boccia Championships held at Elphin Stadium in Launceston on 30th 
and 31st March. ParaQuad Tasmania is thrilled to oversee the continued growth and 
professionalism of this annual event. A big thank you to Kevin Faulkner the organiser and 
his team of referees, scorers and volunteers and of course the athletes that make this event 
bigger and better every year.

I am pleased to announce two new members have joined our Committee of Management, 
Len Yeats and Jodi Hansson. Len holds a Dip. of Physical Education; Cert. in Education and 
is a Fellow of the Institute of Sports Management. He is currently the Healthy Communities 
Development Officer, Glenorchy City Council and has over 40 years active involvement in 
the Sport & Recreation Industry. Len’s expertise in the sport and recreation sector will be a 
valuable resource for ParaQuad’s  Physical Disability Sports program. Jodi holds a  Certificate III in Disability Support 
and currently works for PRD Nationwide as a Senior Sales Consultant. Jodi’s broad experience in the real estate world and 
disability sector will be utilised across the Associations programs including tapping into her marketing expertise to increase 
patronage at the Glenn Moore Units.

The Association welcomes new staff member Lisa Brown who has commenced in the role of Retail Supervisor. Lisa has 
a wealth of experience in pharmacy retail and will be working in our Retail Store at PQ Tasmania Healthcare  Supplies in 
Albert Road.

The Association has been successful with an application to the Disabled Peoples and Families Organisations - Information, 
Linkages and Capacity Building (ILC) Readiness Grant Round 2018. The grant amount is $111,049.20 (GST exclusive) to 
pilot a Peer Support and Mentoring Program and operationalise the new Strategic plan adopted by the Committee of 
Management in February 2019. The funding will allow the Association to increase organisational capacity to provide peer 
support, mentoring & positive engagement initiatives for people living with Spinal Cord Injury.  

The Committee of Management has also committed to, and invested time and money into methodically developing the 
potential of the Association and have focused on two major themes - governance and market alignment. 
The final steps in this considered pathway are to operationalise and implement the new Strategic Plan. The ILC funding also 
covers the cost of engaging the expertise necessary to support the Committee to operationalise the Strategic Plan. 
The Committee has set a clear pathway to engage more people living with Spinal Cord Injury and physical disability through 
targeted programs, employment, information and advocacy services. The funding will create opportunities to enable the 
Association to fulfil these goals.

There is no update at this stage on the Parliament Square access issue. We hope to know more later in the month after the 
next hearing so I will update you all in the next issue.

In closing I would like to wish all members and supporters an enjoyable and safe Easter break.
Roger Massie
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Staff member, Richard Jones recently  travelled to the East Coast of Tasmania orking on updates to our wensite “The Wheelie 
Good Guide”. To coincide with the trip, he met with the staff at Freycinet National Park to discuss their new all-terrain 
wheelchair. The TrailRider chair is designed to be able to access thin walking tracks that a normal day wheelchair would not.
be able to access.  The trailrider requires two reasonably fit people to operate. One is at the rear pushing, the other is at 
the front pulling. Longer or steeper tracks may need four people. It is quite comfortable to ride in and handles steps, rocksy 
inclines/declines with ease. Its obvious limitation will be having fit and able people to operate the TrailRider. 

Freycinet National Park are looking to mimic the Victorian volunteer Sherpa register. The register has a list of volunteers that 
can help wheelchair users in the TrailRider on the tracks. For booking forms or more information please contact Freycinet@
parks.tas.gov.au.

Richard On The Road

TrailRider- Coming Soon to the City of Hobart
The TrailRider is a motorised ‘rough terrain wheelchair’ which gives people with a physical disability a chance to explore the 
great outdoors. The TrailRider can take people with disabilities through virtually any terrain – from gentle walking paths to 
rugged mountain trails

 The City of Hobart are excited to be able to offer this new opportunity for people with disability to access parks, walking 
tracks and a chance to explore and enjoy some of Hobarts most iconic bushland reserves with friends and family.

 For more information email Rob Armstrong armstrongr@cityofhobart.com.au
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Lawn Bowls is a low impact, precision sport where people with a physical disability can participate equally with able-bodied 
competitors. There are no changes to the standard competition rules of Bowls applied. The game involves rolling radially 
asymmetrical balls (called lawn bowls) towards the target of a smaller white ball (called the Jack). 

Disability Lawn Bowls

Accessible Red Decker Bus to the Mountain
The accessible kunanyi/Mt Wellington Explorer Red Decker Bus was launched in October.
Please contact the booking office by phone on 6236 9116 or email bookings@reddecker.com.au to confirm which departures 
are wheelchair accessible. To reserve a space, let them know by filling in the “Special Requirements” field at the time of 
booking the bus pass.

Kevin Giffiths Develops A 6-Wheel-Drive Wheelchair
Well-known New Zealand artist Kevin Griffiths, who paints by holding the brush in his mouth, is a very keen recreational 
fishman and likes to fish on 90 Mile beach near his home at Ahipara on the tip of the North Island.

However, a standard wheel chair can’t cope with sand and quickly loses traction, so this motivated Kevin to work with his 
fitter and turner brother Dave to build a six-wheel-drive ‘go-anywhere’ all-terrain electric wheelchair that can handle a 
variety of surfaces ranging from sand, beach rocks, mud and even farmlands.

For more information please call Kemcare Limited, +64 21 555 094 or 
email kevin@kemcare.co.nz

ParaQuad would like to wish the Tassie Tiger 
Snakes disability bowls team the best of luck at 
the upcoming 2019 Multi-Disability Lawn Bowls 
National Championships in Mackay.

If you are interested in finding out more 
information about Disability Lawn Bowls, 
please contact Charlie Thomas - 
Email: charliewthomas@hotmail.com or via 
Phone: 0481 481 629.
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ParaQuad Tasmania 2019 Boccia State Titles 
On the weekend of March 30 -31st ParaQuad Tasmania hosted the 2019 Boccia State Titles at Elphin Sports Centre 
Launceston. Nine athletes from around Tasmania along with three athletes from interstate arrived at the sports centre on 
Saturday morning to contest a round robin competition followed by semi finals and medal rounds on Sunday morning. 

Over the weekend the crowd saw some fantastic shots from all the athletes. Phil Bates from New South Wales was a 
standout in the BC4/5/Emu classification not only with his skill with the boccia balls but also encouraging his fellow 
competitors. Heath Mollineaux competing at his first state titles after taking up boccia six months won a bronze in the BC3 
classification. This was an amazing effort considering his father was his ramp assistant who had only two practice sessions 
before the titles. After some intense competition and fantastic boccia the medals where decided by some close games.

After the medal games on Sunday the athletes divided into teams with one athlete from each classification in each 
team. The team’s competition was played in a friendly manner but also very competitive. It was great to hear the banter 
between the teams especially between Nick Milner and Siobhan Daley. The event would not be possible withhout the 
support of the volunteer referees. A huge thanks to Ro, Saskia, Lucy, Robyn, Ka and Heike.

                     Results - 
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On 29th March staff member Joe Chivers attended the Source Kids Expo at the Melbourne Enterntainment & Convention 
Centre. There were over 170 exhibitors including NDIS providers, builders, architects, childrens play equipment, access 
providers, continence services, mobility equipment, travel services and other various agencies.

Highlights included speaking with Parks Victoria and learning more about their trail rider program. Parks Victoria have 
developed a Sherpa volunteer database to assist users of the trail rider to access walking trails. Joe also spoke with 
a number of builders that are NDIS providers. Not only do they design home modifications, they also advocate for 
participants in the event that their funding doesn’t cover the costs involved.

Joe spoke with over 40 exhibitors and the information gathered will benefit the Association and members by learning 
about what other organisations are doing and providing for their clients. We ill endevour to impliment a number of these 
learnings into our programs and activities. 

Source Kids Expo - Melbourne
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 WHAT’S ON
Friday 3rd May: 

Lord Taverners Big Quiz
Blundstone Arena, Ricky Ponting Room @ 6:45pm

Tickets: TryBooking.com/BBQJQ

Saturday 4th May: 
K Sport 10 Pin Bowling

Zone Bowling Alley, Moonah @10am

Thursday 9th May:
      Wheelchair Aussie Rules

Clarence Sports Stadium @6pm

Thursday 16th May:
Wheelchair Aussie Rules

Clarence Sports Stadium @6pm

Thursday 23rd May:
Wheelchair Aussie Rules

Clarence Sports Stadium @6pm

Friday 24th - Sunday 26th May:
Ability To Create Art Exhibition

Waterside Pavillion, Mawson Place

Thursday 30th May:
Wheelchair Aussie Rules

Clarence Sports Stadium @6pm

Saturday 1st June:
K Sport 10 Pin Bowling

Zone Bowling Alley, Moonah @10am

*The Tolosa St office will be closed for Easter from 19th - 26th April. Glenn Moore Units will operate as  normal*

PQ Tasmania Healthcare Supplies will be open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 23rd, 24th & 25th April - 8:30am - 4:30pm.

Our Supporters and Partners: 
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