
Dear Members and Supporters,

The end of another calendar year is almost upon us and I would like to open this month’s 
column by paying tribute to two of our long serving and respected employees at PQ 
Healthcare that have recently left the organisation. To both Marnie Bosworth and Adam 
Carroll, the Committee of Management and ParaQuad Tasmania would like to thank you 
for your many years of dedicated service to the organisation and wish you all the best in 
your future endeavours. 

After a year of consolidation, as I have previously reported to you, the Association is looking 
forward to next year providing a wider range and expansion of services to the members. 
The Committee of Management is currently reviewing the Association’s strategic plan and 
I will have news of our key priorities early in the New Year. We also have plans for expanding 
facets of PQ Tasmania Healthcare Supplies and our manager Steve Burdon has some exciting 
opportunities in the pipeline that will be investigated in the coming weeks. 

For those members in the North and North West Coast I will be in your regions between the 
24th and 29th November so if you wanted to take the opportunity to catch up personally or 
have a particular topic or issue for discussion please contact me via rogermassie@hotmail.com and I will do my best to 
include an appointment in my schedule. 

As this will be the last edition of Paraview for this year may I take the opportunity to wish all our members, staff, volunteers 
and clients a safe and happy Christmas and a very prosperous New Year.
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PARAVIEW
ParaQuad Association of Tasmania Inc.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEOPLE WITH 
DISABILITY
The City of Hobart, in collaboration with the Access Committees from Glenorchy and Clarence Councils and Tascare Society 
for Children, will be hosting a three-day general public event which will recognise, showcase and celebrate the amazing 
projects that are happening in our community for all ages and abilities.

The celebrations will take place from Thursday 29 November through to Saturday 1 December 2018, with all events being 
free and suitable for all ages and abilities. 

The program includes:
A Music Extravaganza in the Elizabeth Street Mall on Thursday 29 November, 12-2pm.
A Short Film Festival, Friday 30 November - Thursday 6 December.
A Sport and Recreation Fun Day Out, Saturday 1 December, 10am - 2pm.

Representatives from ParaQuad will be attending the Sport and Recreation Fun Day Out at Parliament Lawns on the 1st 
of December, where the community will be able to engage in a range of disability sports.  we welcome all members and 
supporters to come along and enjoy a fun, family day out! 

CHAIRMAN’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
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NATIONAL INCONTINENCE CONFERENCE IN 
HOBART

All three events aim to celebrate inclusion and diversity, increase public awareness and celebrate community 
achievements.
For more information visit the City of Hobart website: https://www.hobartcity.com.au/Home

PQ Tasmania Healthcare Supplies exhibited at the 27th National Conference on Incontinence held at the Grand 
Chancellor in Hobart from held 24-27 October 2018. This event is the premier event for those involved in promoting and 
managing incontinence.

In association with the UroGynaecological Society of Australasia, the multi-disciplinary program featured international 
and national invited speakers with an interest in evidence-based management of incontinence.
Feedback from other stall holders was that we were very bright and that we were noticed as soon as you entered the 
conference room, our choice of vibrant colours made us stand out from other exhibitors.

Over 400 delegates and other attendees visited the PQ Tasmania Healthcare Supplies stand.
Staff were asked about PQTHS role within the incontinence sector, explaining that we are a local distributor for all the 
suppliers also exhibiting at the conference. 

The conference has given the Association an opportunity to increase our profile in the local and national incontinence 
market and confirmed our support for those in our community to have access to low cost, quality continence products 
delivered to their door.
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COMMITTEE MEMBER PROFILE- Jan Dunsby
I became awarem of ParaQuad’s need for new board members after making some administrative inquiries with the 
organisation.

After a discussion with the treasurer and administrative officer  I advised them that I was happy to put my name forward to 
become a Board Member. Since joining the board earlier this year I have enjoyed learning more about the sector and the 
role that ParaQuad plays in this area. Their advocacy and also the provision of health supplies puts Paraquad in a unique 
position to be a best practice provider to its members.

I bring to the board a range of skills gained with a number of community organisations over many years. I’m currently the 
state president of Neighbourhood Watch Tasmania and have been involved with that organisation for about 15 years.

Other roles that I currently hold include vice president of Lady Clark retirement centre, chairperson of the Claremont 
College Association, treasurer of the Hobart Northern Suburbs Rail Action Group and in January this year I was re-elected 
as an Alderman with Glenorchy City Council.

As a Justice of the Peace I am on call every few weeks for the after hours court sessions. 
This is a challenging, yet rewarding volunteering opportunity and you never know 
what you will experience during these sessions.

In my working life I have been employed in the legal, accounting, education and 
community sectors. Certainly a diverse resume that brings with it a range of skills that 
I can share with my community.

Outside of my working and volunteer commitments I enjoy following the AFL and local 
football, proudly following the magpie black and white in all of those codes.

I enjoy the opportunity to catch up with friends at social events and when I have time 
I dabble in a little craft and cake decorating. This year I became Janma to Oscar, and 
enjoy the babysitting opportunities as well as watching him grow.

Unfinished craft projects and partly written novels await me in the future, but for now 
I enjoy volunteering in my community.

The 2018 Invictus Games, held in Sydney, came to a magnificent close on Saturday 27th of October. 
The eight days of competition thrust the spotlights on the recovery, rehabilitation and resilience of those people who have 
been injured, both physically and mentally, while serving their country. 
The ParaQuad Association of Tasmania would like to congratulate all 500 competitors from the 18 participating nations on 
their amazing achievements throughout the competition. The competitors showcased comradery, strength and the power 
of human spirit. 

ParaQuad Tasmania would also like to provide special 
recognition to our fellow and former Tasmanians for their 
amazing efforts during the games.  In particular Co-Captain 
Matt Brumby- who received 5 gold medals for both athletics 
and wheelchair rugby, Brigid Baker who received 2 gold 
medals for discus, shotput and a bronze for power lifting, 
Emma Kadziolka who received a gold and silver medal for 
indoor rowing, Sonya Newman who received one silver medal 
and four golds for swimming, Steve Sandman who won two 
silver medals for archery and Stewart Sharman who also came 
home with a gold medal for archery. 

INVICTUS GAMES 2018 WRAP UP 

Australia’s Matt Brumby and USA’s Joshua David Smith share a moment during the 2018 Invictus 

games.. Photo source: Zimbio
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The inaugural All Abilities Table Tennis Fun Day Championship hosted by Northern Suburbs 
Table Tennis League (NSTTL) at the YMCA in Glenorchy, Hobart. Proudly sponsored by 
ParaQuad Tasmania. From 10am onwards until lunch, free coaching was offered before 
the main competition events commenced after a BBQ lunch was provided to everyone 
involved.
Seven people participated alongside family and carers within individual and team events. 
Events included skill-based games, serving table tennis balls at targets, mixed singles and 
doubles events. All participants received a patriation certificate which was presented by 
Stuart McDougall, President of NSTTL.

The All Abilities Table Tennis Fun Day is primarily designed by Roger Massie the former Head Coach of the Australian Para 
Olympic Table Tennis Team, State Development Officer for Table Tennis Tasmania and current Chairperson for Paraquad 
Tasmanian.

Dave Carpenter, Director of Para Activities for Table Tennis Tasmania and a board member of Paraquad Tasmania was present 
on the day, “The aim of the All Abilities Table Tennis Fun Day is for people with all ranges of physical and mental disabilities to 
experience table tennis at a competitive level of play within an inclusive environment. This is achieved by each event being 
handicapped according to the individual’s skill level.” 

NSTTL, along with all other table tennis clubs in Tasmania have several tables which are especially designed to allow manual 
wheelchairs to slide underneath for easier reach on to the table. 

Dave went on further to explain, “By calling the fun day a championship it gives a sense 
competition even though the principal focus of the day is based around teaching basic 
table tennis skills.”

The All Abilities Table Tennis Fun Day Championship will now be annual event at Northern 
Suburbs Table Tennis League. Roger hopes to increase participation by holding the event 
earlier in the year. 

ALL ABILITIES TABLE TENNIS FUN DAY 
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CONGRATULATIONS IZZY KING! 
K Sport stalwart, Isabelle King was recently awarded the Jim Bacon Memorial Award from Lord Taverners. This award is given 
to a young person with a disability who has displayed sportsmanship and a spirit of fun in their sporting endeavours.

Every time Isabelle attends a sport activity, she shows great enthusiasm and masters the skills to play 
the sport. Issy is always willing to make new participants feel welcome and she tries to involve everyone. 
Isabelle is very active at school participating in school sport carnivals and has also been a disability 
ambassador for St Giles. 

ParaQuad Tasmania’s Sports Development Coordinator Kevin Faulkner said of Issy receiving the award, 
“Every time I meet Isabelle whether it is at sport event or at school, she is always happy and friendly. I am 
amazed at her determination not to let her disability stop her from doing anything. Isabelle is not only a 
role model to other children with disability but also to her peers at school and the community with her 
can do attitude”.
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The Committee of Management and staff of ParaQuad 
Tasmania wish all members and friends a 

Merry Christmas and Safe New Year.
 

The Tolosa St Offices will be closed from Thursday 20th 
December, reopening 
Monday 14 January.

Merry Christmas! 
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