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PARAVIEW
ParaQuad Association of Tasmania Inc.

FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S DESK 

PARA-SPORT TALENT SEARCH 
Do you have what it takes to complete in the Paralympic Games? 
While the current group of Australian para-atheletes are busily preparing for and setting their sights on gold for the 2020 
Paralympic Games, the Australian Paralympic Comittee and their sporting partners are already searching for the country’s 
next generation of Paralympic athletes. 

The Para-sport Talent Search is coming to Hobart on the 7th of October, the talent search is an initiative of the Australian 
Paralympic Committee, with the main goal of indentifying people with physical, visual or intellectual disabilities who 
display strong athletic potential to one day make it to Paralymic level competition. 
If you believe you have the potential to compete at the Paralympic Games and would like to attend the upcoming testing 
session in Hobart, please click on the following link to register: Paralympic Registration Form

Dear Members and Supporters,

Another year has passed and our Annual General Meeting (AGM) is fast approaching. As 
I mentioned in my last column I urge as many of you as possible to attend the meeting 
which will be held at the Claremont RSL, 9 Bilton Street Claremont on Thursday 27th 
September. Afternoon tea and registrations at 4.30pm with the meeting commencing 
at 5pm. Meals will be available (at your own expense) from 6pm if you wish to stay on 
for dinner. This is our most important meeting of the year so please try and make it on 
the day, if you cannot make it in person there is the option of giving your proxy vote to 
an attending member. 

The upcoming AGM will be very important in addressing our current constitution.  
The Committee of Management (COM) have identified that the existing constitution 
needed replacing to maintain relevancy and compliance. To that end the COM have 
drafted a new constitution that addresses the changes needed to bring the organisation 
up to date and help us move forward. The new constitution has been compiled from a 
template of model rules as well as our previous constitution. All members have been 
sent a draft earlier in the week to read through and provide comment before voting on 
adoption at the AGM.

In closing I would like to thank the Committee of Management for all their hard work and support during the year. Also 
to the management and staff of both ParaQuad and PQ Healthcare- your dedication and efforts are recognised by the 
COM and greatly appreciated. In summary, it has been a year that has needed both consolidation and stability and I am 
extremely confident that the hard yards put in this year by our respective teams at ParaQuad Tasmania and PQ Healthcare 
have put the organisation into a sound position to improve and expand on our support and services to our members as well 
as other Tasmanians living with physical disability.

Roger Massie
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RICHARD IS TAKING ON THE WORLD
On Saturday the 1st of September, the Tea Tree Golf Club hosted an Open Stroke event 
to support Richard Jones who is travelling to Spain to compete at the International 
Wheelchair Golf Open Championships (IWGOC). The event will be held in November 
this year on the Spanish island of Mallorca, and is the first international competition 
specifically for wheelchair users. In May 2015 Richard was struck by a falling branch 
while cutting wood on his property in Elderslie. The injuries sustained from this 
accident has left him a T4 paraplegic. Richard has tried many different sports but has 
found golf to be a favourite. With the technology now available in golf chairs he is able 
to participate in regular competitions and is a member of the Tea Tree Golf Club.

Richard is thrilled to have been invited to IWGOC. Unfortunately the cost of flights, 
accomodation and course entry is close to $10,000. As Richard is representing the Tea 
Tree Golf Club at the IWGOC, they generously jumped on board to help Richard out 
and support his trip.  Around 50 people attended the fundraising day with a round of 
golf and drinks and nibbles afterwards. 
 
Well done Richard, the Association wishes you all the best! 
ParaQuad Association of Tasmania Inc. commends the Tea Tree Golf Club for their support of athletes with physical 
disability. 

GEARING UP EXPO 
The 2018 Disability Expo Tasmania - Gearing Up for Choice & Control was once again managed and delivered by Speak Out 
Advocacy. 
The Expo connected service providers and specialist businesses with consumers and their families, case-workers, teachers 
and carers as well as members of the general public.
ParaQuad Tasmania has participated at each expo in Hobart (8/08/18), Burnie (06/09/18) and will be attending Launceston 
later this week (13/09/18).
The Association showcased the many facets of the organisation including PQ Tasmania Healthcare Supplies, Physical 
disABILITY Sports, Glenn Moore Units, BodySafe and other education programs. Each event was a major success for the 
Association with many people stopping by for a chat or gathering information about our programs and services. 



CONTINENCE INFORMATION SESSION
On Tuesday 4th of September ParaQuad members and friends attended an information session at ParaQuad. Guest 
presenters were Gabrielle Pragnaratne, a clinical nurse from Coloplast; Tess Steele from the ParaQuad / Careforward 
Continence Advisory Pilot Program and Donna Eastwood, the NDIS Support Coordinator from PQ Tasmania Healthcare 
Supplies.  

Members enjoyed catching up over a light lunch before the session commenced. Topics including the basics on bladder 
and bowel, travel management strategies for bladder and bowel as well as a show and tell of new and innovative products 
were presented. 

The ParaQuad Association of Tasmania extends their thanks to Gabrielle, Tess and Donna. We look forward to welcoming 
you back soon! 

FEATURE SPORT- Para Swimming 
Swimming has been one of the main sports at the Paralympics since the inaugral games in 1960. Like the Olympic Games, 
competitors measure their skills in freestyle, backstroke, butterfly, breaststroke and medley events.

Swimming is open to both male and female 
competitors who have a physical impairment, 
intellectual impairment or visual impairment. 
Athletes are classified based on their 
functional ability to perform each stroke. The 
International Swimming Federation (FINA) 
rules are followed with a few modifications, 
such as optional platform or in-water starts for 
some races, and the use of signals or ‘tappers’ 
for swimmers with visual impairment. No 
prostheses or assistive devices are permitted.

To find out more about Para Swimming in 
Tasmania, please contact your local swim club. 



Para Ice Hockey. A game of rough, tumble, precision passing and bone cruching hits. This fast  paced sport is growing in 
popularity across the world. And it's made it's way to Australia! Teams from Queensland and Victoria have emerged over the 
past 12 months. 

Para Ice Hockey is played on a full sized olympic skating rink. Players are seated on a sled and have two smaller ice hockey 
sticks in each hand. These sticks have picks on one end in order for players to propel themselves across the ice. Teams consist 
of 6 players including a goalie. 

ParaQuad member and employee, Joe Chivers has been participating in this 
sport for the past 12 months. He has just been selected to represent Australia 
at the upcoming world championships in pool C. The championships will be 
held in Vierumaki, Finland. With success in this tournament, the Para Ice 
Roos will progress to pool B and potentially push for paralympic selection 
for the 2022 games.

Joe has been travelling to Melbourne on a weekly basis in order to attend 
training as the team's goalie. "I'm extremely excited about this amazing 
opportunity to play in the green and gold. It has always been a dream of 
mine".

We wish Joe and the Para Ice Roos the best of luck for the world 
championships! 

JOE MAKES WORLDS

PREMIER’S DISABILITY ADVISORY COUNCIL
Call for new members.
If you are a person with disability or a carer, family member or someone with a demonstrated interest in disability issues, 
you are invited to express interest in becoming a member of the Premier’s Disability Advisory Council (PDAC). Up to six 
positions will be available. To ensure regional representation, people from the North and North West of the State are strongly 
encouraged to apply.

PDAC assists the Tasmanian Government to implement Accessible Island: Tasmania’s Disability Framework for Action 2018-
2021 and provides advice on whole-of-government policy and programs that impact on Tasmanians with disability. 
The closing date for expressions of interest is Friday 21 September 2018.

More information and application packs are available from communities.tas.gov.au.

NDIS QUICK FACTS
• From 1 January 2019, the NDIS will be available for adults, aged 50 to 64
•  By 1 July 2019, the NDIS will be available to all eligible Tasmanians.

 Tasmania statistics as at 30 June 2018:
• 4,416 people in Tasmania benefiting from the NDIS
• 3,879 participants with an approved plan 



6

 WHAT’S ON
SEPTEMBER

Our Supporters: 

Thursday 13th September: 
- 3 on 3 Basketball, YMCA Hobart @ 6pm 

- 3 on 3 Basketball, Uni Gym Launceston @ 5:30pm
- Gearing Up Expo, Launceston Conference Centre @ 11am 

Saturday 15th September: 
- K Sport Sport Activities, Moonah Sports Stadium @ 10am 

- Social 8Ball, Claremont RSL Club @12pm
- K Sport Boccia, Ulverstone Sports Centre @ 10am 

Thursday 20th September: 
- 3 on 3 Basketball, YMCA Hobart @ 6pm 

- 3 on 3 Basketball, Uni Gym Launceston @ 5:30pm

Saturday 22nd September: 
- K Sport Wheelchair Cricket, Moonah Sports Stadium @ 10am 

- Social Darts, Claremont RSL Club @12pm

Thursday 27th September: 
- 3 on 3 Basketball, YMCA Hobart @ 6pm 

- 3 on 3 Basketball, Uni Gym Launceston @ 5:30pm

Saturday 29th September: 
- K Sport Wheelchair Cricket, Moonah Sports Stadium @ 10am 

- Social 8Ball, Claremont RSL Club @12pm



 
  

ParaQuad Association of Tasmania Inc. 
 

Notice of 28th Annual General Meeting  

 
The Committee of Management extends an invitation to members to 

attend the 28th Annual General Meeting of the Association 

 
Date – Thursday 27th September 2018  
 

Venue – Claremont RSL 
 

Address- 9 Bilton Street Claremont  
 

Afternoon tea and registrations – 4.30pm 

 

AGM commences – 5.00pm 
 
 

 
RSVP by Friday 14 September 2018 

 
Phone 03 6272 8816 or email  admin@paraquadtas.org.au 

 


