
Dear members and supporters,

 I recently attended a legal hearing, along with other members David Cawthorn and Jim Busby 
relating to the access issue at the Parliament Square complex currently under construction in 
Salamanca. You may recall in previous issues of ParaView I mentioned this case where David 
Cawthorn and ParaQuad Tasmania lodged joint complaint against Citta Hobart Pty. Ltd, the 
developers, with the Tasmanian Anti-Discrimination Tribunal. 

The complaint relates to the fact that there has been no allowance for wheelchair access by 
the planners and developers to the main entrance adjacent to Parliament Square to the new 
complex and persons with mobility issues (as well as parents with prams or pushers) would 
only be able to access the complex by entrances off Murray or Salamanca Place. Both have 
substantial gradients to reach the accessible entrance and the pathway on the Salamanca side is cobblestone which 
is less than ideal. We believe that the request of lift to service the main entrance costing around $250k in a $150 million 
dollar project is not unreasonable. We also engaged the services of an Access Consultancy who supported our claims in a 
comprehensive report.

As this issue has been going on for quite some time now we were hoping for a resolution at the meeting held on the 29th 
May 2019. Unfortunately this was not the case as on the day Page Seager, legal counsel for the developers, argued that the 
Tasmanian Anti-Discrimination Tribunal did not have the jurisdiction to rule on this matter and it was a federal issue. There 
were also arguments surrounding the interpretation of various building codes. Hence we now need to wait further until the 
tribunal determines whether it is able to in fact hear the case or that it needs to go to a higher level. 

As members and supporters I would urge you to have a look at the complex yourselves if you are in the area and form your 
views. If you are a wheelchair user, you can determine the difficulty of what we are claiming by starting at the bottom of 
Murray Street at the lights and then pushing half way up towards Davey Street where the accessible entrance is planned to 
be. We will also be in touch in the near future to announce a day where we can get as many people as possible that will be 
adversely affected by this issue along to the site for a rally to raise further public awareness of this issue.
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From The Chairman’s Desk

The Athlete Development Fund was established to provide Tasmanians with physical 
disability the opportunity to participate in sport at a social, state, national or international 
level. 

The grant is available all year round for those that wish to apply. For further information 
or to gain an application form, please contact the Association’s Sports Development 
Coordinator, Kevin Faulkner via email at pdst@paraquadtas.org.au or phone on (03) 6272 
8816. 

Athlete Development Grants 
Now Open! 
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Heath Mollineaux
Hi, my name is Heath Mollineaux. Earlier this year I competed in the 
Boccia Championships at the Elphin Sporting Centre in Launceston. 
It was my first championships. I decided that I would take Boccia up 
as a competitive sport about in July last year, after I went to a Come 
and Try session at the Glennorchy YMCA and met with some of the 
players and the organiser of Boccia. I am a BC3 player which means, 
I am a wheelchair ramp player. 

There were a few initial obstacles to overcome like: how to propel the 
ball, as one of the requirements to play in any of the tournaments 
is you must propel the ball yourself. So, Dad and I rang around for 
people who wanted a little project to do and solve little problems. In 
the end, we got a hold of TADTAS, an organisation who are a group 
of retirees who like doing little projects, and we came up with an 
adjustable head pointer so I can play long, short or midrange ends 
depending on what my opponent chooses when they get the jack. 
So, we went up to Launceston on the Friday morning and Dad and I 
became orientated with our surroundings like where everything was 
ready for a fun and unexpected weekend of success. 

My first match on the Saturday morning was against Siobhan who 
was good and experienced, Siobhan will be aiming to represent 
Australia in the upcoming Paraolympics, she beat me which I thought, wow, ok, I have got a lot to learn, that’s cool. My 
next match was against an opponent who I have played before but just for fun, I still was beaten but I think that I played 
some scoring balls close to the kitty. In the final playoff for the bronze medal, I had the bronze medal in my possession with 
five shots to go, but a miscommunication between my sport assistant and I happened, so my sport assistant kept putting 
balls on my ramp to roll, when I was trying to tell him that was enough and to throw off and finish bowling. However, I was 
successful with a bronze medal. 

I hope one day to represent Tasmania on the mainland or overseas and perhaps one day represent Australia at the 
Paralympics. My message to others is, go for it, don’t let your disability stop you from achieving anything. I would encourage 
anyone with a disability to take up the challenge of Boccia

New Staff Member in The North West 
ParaQuad Tasmania is delighted to welcome on board our newest staff member, Rhonda. You can find out more about 
Rhonda and how she will be involved with the Association below. Welcome Rhonda! 

“Hi, I'm Rhonda, and I'm from Port Sorell in North West Tasmania. My 
family and I have been here for a year now, after relocating originally 
from Brisbane. We are thoroughly enjoying life in Tassie, and take every 
opportunity to go exploring and adventuring. I am the North West 
Coordinator with ParaQuad Tasmania, and I've been learning more about 
opportunities within the North West corner available for people with a SCI 
or physical disability to engage in active and healthy lifestyles. I've also 
been looking at opportunities to work with other community organisations 
and providers in developing programs or services. Previously I worked 
with YMCA NSW in Community Development programs, and also with 
Sporting Wheelies and Disabled Association in Queensland as the Gym 
Coordinator, supporting the rehabilitation and health and wellbeing 
program for people with a physical disability.  I'm excited to be a part of 
the team here at ParaQuad!”
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Wheelchair Aussie Rules Gala Day 
On Saturday the 13th of July, ParaQuad Tasmania held a Wheelchair Aussie Rules Gala Day at Moonah Sports Centre. The 
day was a huge success with over 20 people attending. Southern Cross News covered the day and we’ve recieved great 
feedback from members and the public alike who saw the story when it aired. Physical disABILITY Sports Tasmania is 
always looking for new players, if you would like to join in the fun and get fit. A registration and game night will be held on 
Wednesday 31st of July at the YMCA Glenorchy (8a Constance Avenue) from 6:15pm. For more information, contact Kevin 
on 6272 7513 or pdst@paraquadtas.org.au. 



Wound Awareness Week 15th - 21st July
Wound Awareness Week is raising awareness of chronic wounds across Australia.  This year’s theme “Let’s Talk About 
Wounds” encourages people to start a conversation with their health professionals about hard to heal wounds. It is 
important that the community at large can identify the wound warning signs (pain, fluid, smell, over 30 days to heal), know 
who is most at risk from chronic wounds, and what actions to take if they have a wound that won’t heal.

Chronic wounds are a ‘hidden affliction’ that are alarmingly common. With around half a million people suffering with a 
chronic wound, treating chronic wounds costs the health system $3 billion annually. People over 65 years are more at risk 
of having a chronic wound, and with our population getting older, chronic wounds are a growing problem.  However, with 
the current lack of awareness, many people don’t access the treatment they need, and they suffer from their wound for 
much longer than they have to.

Chronic wounds impact people’s lives in many ways:

• Physical and health complications. Sufferers are often in constant pain, have their mobility reduced and are predisposed 
to a number of potential complications. These may include wound infection, both at the site and throughout the whole 
body, which can result in cellulitis, constant pain, amputation or even death.

• Social and emotional issues. People with a chronic wound are predisposed to mental health concerns such as depression 
and anxiety that has resulted from social isolation, changes to body image, and decreased quality of life.

• Financial costs of chronic wounds. Chronic wounds cost Australia almost $3 billion a year in hospital and residential 
care alone. People with a chronic wound also face considerable out of pocket costs for treatment, wound dressing 
products and medications. For the individual, research has shown that the cost of wound products can be between $86 
and $340 per month, with some chronic wounds taking months to heal. Unfortunately these costs are often borne by 
people receiving the aged or disability pension, or those with a reduced income due to an inability to return to work.

However with the right treatment, a chronic wound can be healed. This is why it is important to increase awareness about 
chronic wounds and encourage people to seek help for a chronic wound.
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Hobart City Council is changing places! 
Recently, Hobart became home to Tasmania’s first nationally accredited changing places room. The new showers, toilets, 
parenting room and high needs room in the Argyle Street Car Park was officially opened on Wednesday the 12th June 2019.  

Changing places in a nationwide project which advocates for public amenities to be upgraded or built to include full sized 
changing tables and hoists to meet the needs of people living with disability. 

The facility was officially opened by councillor Bill Harvey, Deputy Lord Mayor Helen Burnet and Lord Mayor Anna Reynolds, 
the ceremony was also attended by ParaQuad staff member, Joe Chivers. 

Photos sourced on 15/07/2019 from City of Hobart facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/CityofHobartOfficial/photos/pcb.2475556659132010/2475551455799197/?type=3&theater

Camp Ability
ParaQuad Tasmania hosted  Camp ABILITY, June 1-2 2019 at Camp Banksia 
which is located in Port Sorell on an expansive 6 hectare parcel of land, with 
accessible pathways to the nearby beach, a full sized sporting stadium and 
accessible accommodation facilities. 

The camp was attended by children with physical disABILITY along with  their 
brothers, sisters and parents who also joined in the fun over the weekend. 

The activities the campers tried over the weekend were Pac Man, Boccia, 
Tennis and Basketball. 

Saturday afternoon we scheduled kite flying, but for the first time on the 
North West Coast there was no wind! The children tried to fly their kites 
by pushing each other in their wheelchairs extremely fast but with limited 
success.  

The camp was only small but the kids had a great time hanging out and 
making memories with each other!

Camp Ability is held annually by Physical disABILITY Sports Tasmania and KSport. For 
enquiries, please contact Kevin on (03) 6272 7513 or pdst@paraquadtas.org.au.



Saturday 20th July
KSport Bowling League 

Hobart, Launceston and Devonport 
Contact Kevin Faulkner for more infomation (03) 6272 7513

15th-21st July 
Wound Awareness Week 

www.woundaware.com.au

Tuesday 30th July
       Empower Golf - Come and Try Clinic

     Tasmania Golf Club, 11am-1pm  

Wednesday 31st July
Wheelchair Aussie Rules Registration Night

Glenorchy YMCA, 6:15pm 

Our Supporters and Partners: 
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WHAT’S ON


